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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a thermal energy system (1)
that includes at least
one exchanger module (100, 200, 300) that includes at least
one heat exchanger (110a, 1105, 210a, 2105, 310aq,
3105), in particular two heat exchangers, each module
including at least a first circuit (140a, 1405, 240a, 2405,
340aq, 3405) for a first fluid traversing, in a regular mode
of operation, through the heat exchanger in a main flow
direction, a second circuit for a second fluid for exchang-
ing thermal energy between the first fluid and the second
fluid, and at least one pump (160, 260, 360) including a
fluid drive device (162, 262, 362) for driving the first
fluid in the main flow direction, characterised in that the
drive device is arranged, along the main flow direction,
upstream of the heat exchanger. In addition, the inven-
tion relates to the application of such a system in ocean
thermal energy conversion systems.

17 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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THERMAL ENERGY SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR ITS OPERATION

The present invention relates to a thermal energy system
including at least one exchanger module, which includes at
least one heat exchanger. In particular, the present invention
relates to an ocean thermal energy conversion system. In
addition, the present invention relates to a method for oper-
ating such a system.

Such systems and methods are typically used in ocean
thermal energy conversion systems, where, by exploiting the
temperature difference between surface waters and deep
waters, a generator is driven to generate electricity. For
example, the temperature of surface waters may reach or even
exceed 25 degrees Celsius, while deep waters, which are
deprived of sunlight remain around 4 degrees Celsius at a
depth of 1000 m.

Typically, this thermal energy system needs a very vast
flow of warm or cool sea water due to the low efficiency of the
system. In order to handle vast flows of seawater large sized
heat exchangers are used. However, it is difficult to clean
these heat exchangers.

For example, the use of a set of valves between the inlet and
outlet of the heat exchanger causes pressure losses.

FR 2 477 278 A discloses a mobile cleaning device for a
heat exchanger. This cleaning is carried out mechanically
with the exchanger out of operation.

EP 1486264 A1 discloses an automatic cleaning device for
a heat exchanger. Typically the heat exchanger described in
EP 1486264 Al relates to refrigerators.

Conventionally, plate heat exchangers for an ocean thermal
energy conversion system are fed by a pump present in a
collector, the latter opening into a pool that makes it possible
to feed the heat exchangers. In addition, earlier installations
have implemented pipes between pumps and exchangers and
downstream from the heat exchangers. The location of a
pump downstream from the heat exchangers requires a
straight length of about five times the width or nominal diam-
eter, which can be very restrictive with regard to the implan-
tation and layout of platforms exploiting the ocean thermal
energy conversion (OTEC); in fact, this operation requires
high flow rates, and consequently considerably large pipeline
widths (nominal diameters).

Moreover, known thermal systems use a mat filtration pro-
cess, which is not suitable for offshore installations, particu-
larly in view of space requirements and installation con-
straints. In addition, such mats induce significant pressure
losses due to the small size of the filter surface.

The purpose of the present invention is to overcome the
disadvantages of the state of the art, in particular to provide a
thermal energy system that has superior efficiency and is
easier to clean, while also reducing the frequency of cleaning
of filters.

According to a first aspect, the present invention relates to
a thermal energy system including at least one exchanger
module that includes at least one heat exchanger, in particular
two heat exchangers, each module including at least a first
circuit for a first fluid traversing, in a regular mode of opera-
tion, through the heat exchanger in a main flow direction, a
second circuit for a second fluid for exchanging thermal
energy between the first fluid and the second fluid, and at least
one pump including a fluid drive device for driving the first
fluid in the main flow direction, the drive device being
arranged, along the main flow direction, upstream of the heat
exchanger.

The present invention makes it possible to increase the
economic viability of ocean thermal energy conversion sys-
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tems by maximising power output supplied in an arrangement
that is less bulky, particularly because of the arrangement of
the drive device upstream ofthe heat exchanger. For example,
an installation in a pool makes it possible both to reduce the
volume occupied by the system, but also to minimise the
pressure losses associated with the implantation of pipes, in
particular downstream from the heat exchanger. In addition,
high flow pumps, for example, of a few thousand cubic meters
per hour, require a low speed suction (for example around 0.8
m/s) in the case of installation in a pool.

In one embodiment, a distribution chamber is arranged,
along the main flow direction, downstream from the drive
device and upstream from the or each heat exchanger. For
example, the distribution chamber makes it possible to dis-
tribute the first fluid to at least two heat exchangers. However,
a distribution chamber can also be used in the case of an
exchanger module with a single heat exchanger.

According to an advantageous characteristic feature, a suc-
tion pipe extends from the distribution chamber, the drive
device being in particular arranged in this pipe.

In a particular embodiment, the suction pipe has a length
that is less than 4 times its nominal diameter, in particular less
than 3 times its nominal diameter, for example between 1 and
1.5 times its nominal diameter. In one embodiment, the suc-
tion pipe is substantially straight and/or opens into the reser-
voir for the first fluid. In this way it is possible to place the
distribution chamber above the surface of the first fluid, while
the suction pipe and, in particular, the drive device are
immersed in the first fluid.

According to another advantageous characteristic feature,
the distribution chamber is arranged at least partially, for
example completely, above a reservoir for the first fluid. This
makes it possible to obtain a thermal energy system with a
reduced space requirements.

According to one advantageous characteristic feature, the
pump includes a motor connected to the drive device by a
motion transmission device, which traverses at least partially
the distribution chamber. In one embodiment, the motor is
arranged on the outside, in particular above, the distribution
chamber.

For example, in one embodiment, the distribution chamber
forces the first fluid to make a turn of at least 45°, for example
at least 60°, in particular from a substantially vertical direc-
tion of flow into a substantially horizontal direction of flow.

In one embodiment, the reservoir for the first fluid is the
layer of hot water on the surface of a pool and/or of the sea.
For example, the reservoir for the first fluid has a depth ofless
than 20 meters, in particular less than 10 meters.

According to an advantageous characteristic feature, a fil-
tering means is arranged, along the main flow direction,
upstream of the drive device, in particular around the suction
pipe, for filtering the first fluid that is suckable by the drive
device, the filtering means extending in particular from the
distribution chamber, for example up to the bottom of a res-
ervoir for the first fluid. In one embodiment, the filtering
surface of the filtration means is greater than 10 m?, in par-
ticular greater than 15 m>.

In one particular embodiment, the system may include at
least two exchanger modules. For example, the at least two
modules may have identical functions and/or characteristics.

According to another advantageous characteristic feature,
the system according to one embodiment, is adapted to con-
nect in series, in a cleaning mode, the first circuits of at least
two exchanger modules in a manner such that the first fluid
traverses through at least a first circuit of one of the exchanger
modules in the main flow direction and traverses through at
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least a first circuit of another exchanger module in a direction
opposite to the main flow direction.

The counter flow operation of a heat exchanger module
allows for minimising the volume taken up by a possible
addition of valves in order to operate in counter flow fashion,
for example in a direction opposite to the main flow direction,
by using the availability of another circuit performing the
same function. In terms of flow rates involved, this makes it
possible to minimise pressure losses induced by the imple-
mentation of the valves.

Moreover, this solution makes it possible, by way of a
sequenced operation, to unclog the heat exchangers, like for
example plate heat exchangers, and to only lose a little of the
power generated by the system, because the flow of water
having passed through the exchanger line of the first module
could however continue to be used in the second module with
the heat exchanger thereof. In addition, the shape of the plates
in a plate heat exchanger do not allow, even with “anti-foul-
ing” treatment, for cleaning the surfaces thoroughly, due to
there being dead zones present. The solution presented in
accordance with the embodiments of the present invention,
make it possible, during the phases of counter flow operation,
to sweep these dead zones. This obviates the need for cleaning
the exchangers while the system is shut down, which would
make an ocean thermal energy conversion system unsustain-
able on account of the frequent shut downs.

According to other advantageous characteristic features, at
least one of the heat exchangers, in particular all of the heat
exchangers, is or are of the plate heat exchanger type.

In a particular embodiment, an isolation valve is arranged,
along the main flow direction, in the first circuits connected in
series, downstream from the heat exchangers, in a manner so
as to allow communication between the first circuits of the at
least two exchanger modules.

According to an advantageous characteristic feature, each
first circuit includes an outlet valve, by way of which, in the
regular operating mode, the first fluid is discharged out of the
respective exchanger module.

According to an advantageous characteristic feature, at
least two modules have identical functions.

For example, in one embodiment, the first fluid is seawater.

The invention also relates to a method for operating a
system according to an embodiment of the invention, the
method including the following steps:

the driving, along the main flow direction, of the first fluid

present upstream of the heat exchanger by the drive
device;

the activation of a cleaning mode in which the first circuits

of at least two exchanger modules are connected in
series in a manner such that the first fluid traverses
through at least a first circuit of one of the exchanger
modules in the main flow direction and traverses through
at least a first circuit of another exchanger module in a
direction opposite to the main flow direction.

By using the presence of several modules, the pooling
together of the first two circuits is carried out, thus enabling
the heat exchangers of the other module to operate in counter
flow fashion.

This method, by reducing the impact with respect to the
layout and location and therefore the size of the platform,
enables the carrying out of a cleaning operation of heat
exchangers while in operation.

In one embodiment, the system needs at least two circuits
having the same functions in order to be able to pool them
together. The operation of the module of a system and/or a
method operating in counter flow mode is seen to be slightly
degraded.
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According to another advantageous feature, the activation
of the cleaning mode includes:

the opening of at least one isolation valve arranged in the

first circuits connected in series, along the main flow
direction, respectively downstream from the two heat
exchangers in a manner so as get said first circuits to
communicate.

According to other advantageous characteristic features,
each first circuit includes an outlet valve, by way of which, in
the regular operating mode, the first fluid is discharged out of
the respective exchanger module, the activation of the clean-
ing mode including the closure, in each first circuit, of the
outlet valve.

For example, in one embodiment, the method further
including, in the cleaning mode:

the inactivation of one of the pumps associated with the

exchanger modules including the first circuits connected
in series, in particular of the pump associated with the
module through which the first fluid traverses in a direc-
tion opposite to the main flow direction.

According to an advantageous characteristic feature, the
method further including the following steps:

determination of the speed of the inactive pump

comparison of this speed with a predetermined reference

speed, and

restriction of the speed of the inactive pump to the prede-

termined reference speed. The pump then operates in
controlled reverse rotation.

In one embodiment, the cleaning mode is activated for a
predetermined time period, in particular for a time period less
than 10% of a period of activation of the regular operating
mode, for example for a time period that is less than 5% of a
period of activation of the regular operating mode.

In one embodiment, the first fluid is sea water.

In one embodiment, at least one of the heat exchangers, in
particular all the heat exchangers, is or are a condenser.

In one embodiment, each exchanger module includes two
first circuits each associated with a heat exchanger.

Additional characteristic features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the description
provided here below with reference to the drawings and in the
Annex which illustrate an example of the embodiment with-
out in any way being limiting and in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of an ocean thermal
energy conversion system in closed cycle according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a perspective view
of a heat exchanger module according to an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is arepresentation, in cross section, of the exchanger
module in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of an exchanger mod-
ule of another embodiment in a regular operating mode;

FIG. 5 is a schematic representation of two exchanger
modules pooled together in a first cleaning mode according to
an embodiment; and

FIG. 6 is a representation of the two exchanger modules
pooled together according to FIG. 5 in a second cleaning
mode.

FIG. 1 is aschematic representation of a closed cycle ocean
thermal energy conversion system. Obviously, the present
invention can also be applied to open cycle or hybrid cycle
thermal energy systems. The thermal energy system 1 shown
in FIG. 1 includes an evaporator 10 which is supplied with a
hot fluid, for example surface sea water, by a supply pipe 12.
The hot fluid is used in the evaporator 10 for evaporating a
working fluid circulating in the thermal energy system 1 in a
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pipe circuit 20. The working fluid, for example ammonia, is
driven in this circuit by a working fluid pump 22.

After having passed through the evaporator 10, the hot fluid
is discharged through a discharge pipe 14.

The working fluid evaporated in the evaporator 10 is sup-
plied to a turbine 30 which is connected to a current generator
32 by ashaft 34. In the turbine, the working fluid is expanded.
Then the working fluid is fed to a condenser 40 so as to be
condensed and subsequently fed by the working fluid pump
22 once again to the evaporator 10. The condenser 40 is
supplied with a cold fluid, such as sea water from great
depths. The cold fluid is driven by a pump 42 which feeds the
fluid to the condenser 40. Subsequently this fluid heated
through the exchange in the condenser 40 is discharged
through a discharge pipe 44.

FIG. 2 schematically shows an embodiment of a heat
exchanger module 100 in a perspective view, and FIG. 3
shows this embodiment in a cross sectional view. The
exchanger module 100 includes two heat exchanger lines
110a and 1105 which are arranged above a reservoir for a first
fluid, for example a suction pool. Other embodiments may
include only one heat exchanger line, or include at least three
heat exchanger lines. For example, the heat exchangers 110a,
1105 may be a condenser or an evaporator of an ocean thermal
energy conversion system. The first fluid may therefore be
cold sea water or hot water. Preferably, the first fluid consists
of hot water situated at the surface of the sea or at a very
shallow depth. In one embodiment, the heat exchangers 1104,
1105 may be plate heat exchangers.

As is well known, plate heat exchangers consist of a plu-
rality of parallel plates which define a plurality of passages of
a generally flat form. These passages are delimited by spacer
webs and contain spacer corrugations. The entire heat
exchanger is assembled by brazing in a furnace. The input-
supply and output-discharge for each passage is effected by
means of generally semi cylindrical collectors welded on to
the surfaces of the exchanger.

Heat exchangers 1104, 1105 are arranged at the same level
and a distribution chamber 130 is disposed between the two,
in particular for supplying the first fluid to the two heat
exchangers 110a, 1105.

The distribution chamber 130 is connected respectively to
the first exchanger 110a and to the second exchanger 11056 by
fluid connections. Ithas a suction opening 131 in the direction
of the fluid reservoir 120 to draw the first fluid into the
distribution chamber 130 and to distribute it in the first
exchanger 110a and the second exchanger 11054. In this
embodiment, a suction pipe 132 extends from the suction
opening 131 downwards, for example for passing below the
surface 121 of the first fluid present in the reservoir 120 (see
for example FIG. 3). As shown, the suction pipe 132 may be
in the form of a suction bell widening at the lower end 134 of
the pipe, which is immersed in the first fluid.

FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of an exchanger mod-
ule in a nominal operating mode. The module 100 includes
the first two circuits 140a, 1405 which are arranged in paral-
lel. Each first circuit exchanges or transfers heat in the heat
exchanger 1104, 1105, with or to a second fluid which flows
in a second circuit, not shown. The first circuit 140a, 1405
includes, inter alia, the suction pipe 132, the distribution
chamber 130, the respective heat exchanger 110a, 1105, and
an outlet chamber 1504, 1505 which is connected to an outlet
pipe 152a, 152b. Moreover, the outlet chamber 150a, 1505 is
connected to a connection pipe 154a, 1545 in order to connect
the exchanger module 100, in particular one of the first cir-
cuits 140a, 1405 of this module 100, with another exchanger
module, in particular with the first circuit of another
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exchanger module, for example as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.
The outlet chamber 1504a, 1505 may also be designed in the
form of a bifurcation of pipes.

The outlet pipes 152a, 1525 are respectively provided with
a valve 156a, 1565 which may be opened or closed tempo-
rarily. The connecting pipes 154a, 1545 are also respectively
provided with an isolation valve 158a, 1585 which may be
opened temporarily. In the regular or nominal mode of opera-
tion, the outlet valves 1564, 1565 are open and the isolation
valves 158a, 1585 are closed. In FIGS. 4 to 6, the white valves
signify open valves and the black valves signify closed
valves.

The exchanger module 100 has a pump 160. The pump 160
includes a device for driving water 162, for example a pro-
peller, which is arranged in the suction pipe 132 or in the
suction opening 131 of the distribution chamber 130. The
drive device is not limited to a propeller: other embodiments
of the pump to drive the first fluid may be used, for example
centrifugal rotary pumps. In the embodiment shown in the
Figures, an axial rotary pump is used. The drive device 162 is
operated by a motor 164 via a shaft 166. The motor 164 is
arranged above the distribution chamber 130 and the drive
device 162 is arranged at the bottom or below this chamber. In
this way, the shaft 166 traverses the chamber 130, for example
vertically. Another motion transmission device may, for
example, be a device for transmission of a linear motion. A
sealed bearing of the shaft 166 may be provided in a wall of
the chamber 130. The motor 164 of the pump 160 is easily
accessible for maintenance. In the regular mode of operation,
the first fluid is then sucked by the pump 160, in particular by
the drive device 162, and pushed to one and/or the other heat
exchanger 110a, 11056 and passes through the outlet chamber
150a, 1505, the outlet pipe 152a, 1525 and the outlet valve
156a, 1565, and is discharged outside of the exchanger mod-
ule, for example, in the sea or in a water treatment device.

InFIG. 4, the arrows indicate the direction of the main flow
direction of'the first fluid, here the flow of sea water. The main
flow direction is the direction of flow of the first fluid during
operation of the thermal energy system in the regular operat-
ing mode. As indicated above, the heat exchangers may be
condensers or evaporators depending on whether the first
fluid is hot fluid or cold fluid. In FIG. 3, the feed pump 160 is
set to suck the first fluid in a reservoir 120 or in a pool. The
shaft 166 of the pump 160 traverses through the distribution
chamber and the first fluid is thus drawn in and then distrib-
uted around the shaft 166 of the pump 160 to the heat
exchanger lines 110a, 1105. Once the fluid has passed
through the first heat exchanger, it is collected at the outlet
chamber 150a, 15054.

In an embodiment, as can be seen in FIG. 3, a filtration
device 122 extends from the exterior walls 136 of the distri-
bution chamber 130 downwards or towards a bottom 124 of
the first fluid reservoir 120. For example, the filtration device
122 has a cylindrical shape extending around the suction
opening 131 or around the suction pipe 132. In this manner,
the filtration is carried out by way of a filtering surface
encompassing the suction pipe 132 or the suction umbrella of
the pump 160. When the reservoir for the first fluid 120 is
emptied of the first fluid, it is possible to clean the filtration
device because it is possible to access both the interior of the
volume of filter and the exterior of this volume.

In embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the filtration device is
fixed to the bottom 124 of the suction reservoir and to a lower
wall of the exchanger module 100, for example of the distri-
bution chamber 130 or the heat exchangers 1104, 1105. How-
ever, there may be other possibilities for developing a filtra-
tion device that offers a large filtering surface. For example, it
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is possible to construct a rigid cage around the pump and to fix
afiltering means to this cage. In this way, the suction pipe 132
may also be immersed in the open sea, for example so as to
draw in the hot sea water. In the case of FIG. 3, the filtration
device is located in the suction pool and may have a large
filtering surface in order to limit the pressure losses induced.
The large surface of the filters makes it possible to further
extend the interval periods between the cleaning of these
filters, and consequently increase the availability of the ocean
thermal energy conversion system.

FIGS. 5 and 6 show schematically a thermal energy system
including two exchanger modules 200, 300 having similar or
identical functions, namely a first exchanger module 200 and
a second exchanger module 300. Each module 200, 300 is
similar to the exchanger module in FIG. 4. In this way the
reference numbers of the first module 200 are increased by
100 compared to those in FIG. 4 and the reference numbers of
the second module 300 are increased by 200 compared to
those of FIG. 4. Other embodiments may include, for
example, three or more than three exchanger modules.

The first module 200 and the second module 300 are con-
nected to each other in a manner such that fluid can pass from
the outlet chamber 250a, 2505 of the first module 200 to the
outlet chamber 350a, 3505 of the second exchanger module
300 through the isolation valves 2584, 25856. These valves
258a, 2586 are elements that are common to both modules
200, 300.

In the regular mode of operation that is shown in FIG. 4, the
isolation valves 258a, 2585 are closed and the outlet valves
256a,256b,356a, 3565 are open. In this way, each exchanger
module 200, 300 operates independently of one another or in
parallel. In addition, each exchanger module 200, 300 has its
own first fluid reservoir, not shown in FIGS. 4 to 6.

In the cleaning mode, it is possible to connect the first
module 200 and the second module 300 in series by an open-
ing of the isolation valves 258a, 258b. Thus, based on the
assumption that the modules of an ocean thermal energy
conversion plant are arranged in parallel and separated by
isolation valves 258a, 258b, it is possible to proceed with a
countercurrent flow in one of the modules 200, 300.

In the first cleaning mode (FIG. 5), the isolation valves
258a, 258b are opened and the outlet valves and hull valves
256a, 2565, 356a, 356H are closed. The pump of the second
module 300 is inactivated and is operating in a controlled
back driving mode described below. In this way, the first fluid
is sucked in by the pump of the first module 200, traverses
through the distribution chamber 230, the heat exchangers
210a, 2105 of the first module, the outlet chambers 250a,
2505 and the respective connection pipes 254a, 2545 in order
to pass the isolation valves 258a, 2586 and the respective
connection pipes 354a, 3545, the respective outlet chambers
350a, 3505 of the second module 300 in the direction oppo-
site to the main flow direction, the respective heat exchangers
310a, 3105 of the second exchanger module 200 in the direc-
tion opposite to the main flow direction, the distribution
chamber 330 and the suction pipe 332 of the second module
300. Inthis way, the heat exchangers 3104, 31056 of the second
module 300 are traversed by the first fluid in the direction
opposite to the main flow direction. Thus it is possible to
unclog the heat exchangers 310a, 3105 of the second
exchanger module 300. The suction pump of the first module
operates at the nominal speed, as in the regular mode of
operation. The isolation valves 258a, 2585 are opened and the
water is pushed in a counter current flow into the heat
exchangers of the second module 300. The pump of the sec-
ond module 300 is stopped and driven by the flow in the
opposite direction. For reference, the pump of the second
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module 300 is controlled as to its speed so as not to exceed a
predetermined speed, for example, in order to not exceed its
absolute nominal rotation speed. This is what is known as the
controlled back driving mode of operation. In cleaning mode,
the thermal energy system is not stopped and is still generat-
ing energy, however the system efficiency is reduced during
this cleaning mode.

FIG. 6 shows the thermal energy system in a second clean-
ing mode. In this second cleaning mode the valves are in the
same condition as in FIG. 5 but it is the pump of the second
exchanger module 300 operating at rated speed, while the
pump ofthe first module 200 is stopped and driven by the flow
in reverse direction and at controlled speed, in the controlled
back driving mode.

In this way, the heat exchangers 210q, 2105, 3104, 3105 of
the first module 200 and of the second module 300 are con-
nected in series in order to effect cleaning, in the first cleaning
mode of'the heat exchanger 310a, 3105 of the second module
300, and in the second cleaning mode of the heat exchangers
210a, 210q of the first exchanger module 200. In the cleaning
mode, the first fluid passes into the first circuit of the first
exchanger module as in the regular mode of operation, and
passes into the second heat exchanger in the direction oppo-
site to the main flow direction. In the second cleaning mode,
the fluid traverses through both exchanger modules in reverse
flow direction.

The invention claimed is:

1. A thermal energy system comprising at least two
exchanger modules, each exchanger module including 1) at
least one heat exchanger, ii) at least a first circuit for a first
fluid traversing, in a regular mode of operation, through the
heat exchanger in a main flow direction, iii) a second circuit
for a second fluid for exchanging thermal energy between the
first fluid and the second fluid, and iv) at least one pump
including a fluid drive device for driving the first fluid in the
main flow direction, wherein the drive device is arranged,
along the main flow direction, upstream of the at least one
heat exchanger, and wherein the system is adapted to connect
in series, in a cleaning mode, the first circuits of at least two
exchanger modules in a manner such that the first fluid
traverses through at least the first circuit of one of the
exchanger modules in the main flow direction and traverses
through at least the first circuit of another exchanger module
in a direction opposite to the main flow direction.

2. A system according to claim 1, characterised by a dis-
tribution chamber arranged, along the main flow direction,
downstream from the drive device and upstream of the at least
one heat exchanger.

3. A system according to claim 2, characterised in that a
suction pipe extends from the distribution chamber.

4. A system according to claim 3, characterised in that the
suction pipe has a length that is less than 4 times its nominal
diameter.

5. A system according to claim 2, characterised in that the
distribution chamber is arranged at least partially above a
reservoir for the first fluid.

6. A system according to claim 2, characterised in that the
pump includes a motor connected to the drive device by a
motion transmission device, which traverses at least partially
through the distribution chamber.

7. A system according to claim 1, characterised in that a
filtering means is arranged, along the main flow direction,
upstream of the drive device.

8. A system according to claim 1, characterised in that at
least one of the heat exchangers is of the plate heat exchanger

type.
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9. A system according to claim 1, characterised in that an
isolation valve is arranged, along the main flow direction, in
the first circuits connected in series, downstream from the
heat exchangers, in a manner so as to allow communication
between the first circuits of the at least two exchanger mod-
ules.

10. A system according to claim 1, characterised in that
each first circuit includes an outlet valve, by way of which, in
the regular operating mode, the first fluid is discharged out of
the respective exchanger module.

11. A system according to claim 1, characterised in that at
least two modules have identical functions.

12. A method for operating a thermal energy system, the
thermal energy system comprising at least two exchanger
modules, each exchange module including at least one heat
exchanger, at least a first circuit for a first fluid traversing, in
a regular mode of operation, through the heat exchanger in a
main flow direction, a second circuit for a second fluid for
exchanging thermal energy between the first fluid and the
second fluid, and at least one pump including a fluid drive
device for driving the first fluid in the main flow direction,
characterised in that the drive device is arranged, along the
main flow direction, upstream of the heat exchanger, wherein

the system is adapted to connect in series, in a cleaning

mode, the first circuits of at least two exchanger modules
in a manner such that the first fluid traverses through at
least a first circuit of one of the exchanger modules in the
main flow direction and traverses through at least a first
circuit of another exchanger module in a direction oppo-
site to the main flow direction, the method including the
following steps:

the driving, along the main flow direction, of the first fluid

present upstream of the heat exchanger by the drive
device; and
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the activation of a cleaning mode in which the first circuits
of at least two exchanger modules are connected in
series in a manner such that the first fluid traverses
through at least a first circuit of one of the exchanger
modules in the main flow direction and traverses through
at least a first circuit of another exchanger module in a
direction opposite to the main flow direction.

13. A method according to claim 12, characterised in that
the activation of the cleaning mode includes:

the opening of at least one isolation valve arranged in the

first circuits connected in series, along the main flow
direction, respectively downstream from the two heat
exchangers in a manner so as get said first circuits to
communicate.

14. A method according to claim 12, characterised in that
each first circuit includes an outlet valve, by way of which, in
the regular operating mode, the first fluid is discharged out of
the respective exchanger module, the activation of the clean-
ing mode including the closure, in each first circuit, of the
outlet valve.

15. A method according to claim 12, further including in
the cleaning mode of the inactivation of one of the pumps
associated with the exchanger modules including the first
circuits connected in series.

16. A method according to claim 15, further including of
the following steps:

determination of the speed of the inactive pump,

comparison of this speed with a predetermined reference

speed, and

restriction of the speed of the inactive pump to the prede-

termined reference speed.

17. A method according to claim 12, characterised in that
the cleaning mode is activated for a predetermined time
period.



